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| Anciently uſed.” 


EEdSlInce the late DireFions to Miniſters, ſent 

& by his Grace of Canterbury to all Pa- 

 riſhes ; a Queſtion was put to me by 

a Friend, a Pious Orthodox Miniſter, 

and well affefted to the Government, 

what ground there was for thoſe 

words in the ſaid Direftions, That Preaching was not 
anciently the work of ervery Prieſt, but was reſtrained to the 
. choice} perſons for gracvity, prudence, and learning : Not 
that he ſo much doubted, as I ſuppole, the truth of 
what was alledged, or (crupled at the obedience and 
ſubmiſsion , but that his obedience and ſubmiſ- 
ſion ( for to that purpoſe he expreſſed himſelf) 
upon fuller information and evidence, might be more 
rational, or rationally juſtifiable before God and men, 

if there ſhould be occaſion. I cannot ſay I uſe his ve. 

ry words, but to this effeR I am ſure, as I apprehended 
-him. His Queſtion came to me by a Letter, and by 

:a Letter Anſwer was made. In my Anſwer, I was 
forced to contract my ſelf as much as I could, being 

| then wholly taken up by ſome other more preſsing 
| duties of my place. Bur afterwards:when I was more 

at leiſure, conſulting with my Adverſaria, and finding, - F 
that as many (known to me) as had: treated of thats, 
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Argumient, had nor only done it very lightly, as [ 
thought, bur alſo committed divers miſtakes in ſetting 
down thepractice of Antiquity ; and that it might be 
the caſe of more then this one, who had addreſſed 
himſelf to me for further ſatisfaction: | thought it 
would not be unſeaſonable ſervice, if I publifhed 
what by diligent reading was come to my obſervation 
upon this Argument. 1 ſhall not keep my ſelf ſo pre- 
ciſely to the words of the Queſtion, bur take the liberty 
of any thing that offers it ſelf by the way, having ſome 


—— 


reference to it, and may be uſeful and fit to be known 


of its lelf. 

And firſt of all, that there may be no miſtake abour 
the word, wherein ſome men of no ſmall account, for 
want of a right underſtanding, have been miſled in 
their judgements and opinions, it will be very requi- 
ſite, that we conſider and agree, what Preaching is in 
general ; and what is that Preaching particularly, and 
by what names known unto the Ancients, which is the 
ſubject of this diſcourſe. 

I will not infiſt upon the Latitude of the words, 
aiy@, Or 2a, in Greek ; or of concio, or ſermo, and ſuch 
others, whether in Greek or Latin. Though Optarus 
Biſhop of Milevis in Africa, was ence put tot, when he 
wrote, Epiſcopalis traftatus, probatur ab omnibus janfitate 
rveſtitus : ſalutatione ſcilicet geminata : yet Ithink there is - 
no man ſo ignorant in theſe dayes, but can diſtinguiſh | 
between a ſet Specch or Oration in general, of any com- 
mon ſubje&, ordinary -or extraordinary, publick or. 


F . : . ; 
but publickly delivercd, or fitted, at-leaſt, for: 
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publick audience, ( beſides the difference, either of . 
places, or perſons ;) and that which we uſually calla 
Sermon,though both go often under one title in ancient 
Books. But whether any ſer Speech publickly deli- 
vercd (ſetting afide the conſideration of the Speaker at - 
preſent) tending to reformation of life 3 as,a ſerious ex- 
hortation to vertue, and contempt of the world, di 
ſwaſion from vice, and all ſenſuality and the like, may 
be called Preaching, may be ſome queſtion, and the re- 
ſolution of it of ſome conſequence. Ir is very certain, 
that long before and fince Chriſt, both among the Ro- 
mans and Grcians (not to ſpeak of other Nations leſs 
knownin thole dayes) ſuch a practice was,anſwerable 
in many reſpe&s, to what we now call Preaching. 
Certainly, if the viſible fruits of what we call mortifica- 
tion and renouncing of the world, if outward abſti- 
nence and ſobriety in life and converſation , if liberal 
diſtributing to the necelsities of others, if ſtricteſt bonds 
of murual love and amity be the proper effects and evi- 
dences of powerful Preaching, it cannot be denied, but 
ſuch have been the effects —_ of that kind of Preach- 
ing. which hath been in uſe among Heathens , for 
which we have notthe authority of che Heathens on- 
ly, but of Chriſtians alſo, Fathers and athers, who bear 
, witnels and tell us of particular examples. And though 

it is not improbable, chat many ſuch chings —— 
done for oftentation only, ar ſome other worldly end, 
as among Chriſtians but.too often : yet there is more 
|  - groundto believe, that more frequently Speakers dealt 
{With all ſimplicity, aiming at .che cdification (as we 
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4 Of PREACHING, 


now ſpeak) of their hearers, as may appear by that ex- 


 cellent paſſage of Muſonius the Philoſopher (who lived 


under Nero the Komen Emperour) recorded by Aulus 
Gellius 1,Y. c.1. and by ſundry Epiſtles of Seneca, as par- 
ticularly the 52. and 108. well worth the reading. 
Whence it is, that the Greek Fathers uſe the word: 
enenei« (eſpecially St- Chryſoſtome) ſo frequenely, for piety 
and godlineſs And this may be ſome reaſon too, which 
made ſome of the Greek Fathers (ag underſtood by 


many, at leaſt) to extend the power « i524, in general ſo 


far as to maintain, that even before the true and eſfen- 
tial & (or Word) theſecond Perſon of the Trinity 
was fully revealed unto the world, the natural 6 


(reaſon, or Fþeech, though natural, yet the gift of God; 
that too) well managed and improved with care and 
induſtry, was able to ſave, of which affertion, for it, 
and againſtir, much hath been written by ſome late 
| writers. | 

-Bur though for the matter of their moral diſcourſes 
and exhortations , ny might have much- affinity; 


thoſe that were made by Heatheris, with thoſe that 
were made by Chriſtians, called Sermons; yea, and ex- 
cell roo for the moſt partin pregnancy of wit, and or- 
naments of-ſpeech; yer one main difference is this, 
that their- grounds and: motives relatedunto this life 
only, as- having no knowledge, much leſs aſſurance of 
another life after this : which will much-aggravate the 


caſe of Chriſtians at the day of Judgement, who 


havingſo much -moreto ground upon, as promiſes'of 
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as e Anciently uſed. 


therefore the more to anſwer for , if exhortations do 
not work more potently upon them, then they did up- 
on Heathens, among whom nevertheleſs they did pro- 
duce ſuch wonderful effects. 

Now if we look into the property of the Greek 
word «yow, uſually tranſlated into Latin, predicare ; 
from whence our Engliſh, to preach, is derived it doth 
import a ſolemn proclaiming, or announcing of ſomewhat 
of publick concernment which was not known be- 
fore ; ſo doth weyſniza too: both which: words have 
particular relation unto Chrift his bleſſed Incarnation 
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will prove generally but a weak Plea , and -as Brutus at 
- his death is ſaid to have bemoaned himſelf; rathep 
words, then reality. We conclude therefore, Firſt, 
That moral diſcourſes and exhortations by ſet ſpeeches 
and elaborate elocution are not properly Preaching,but 
as grounded, not implicitly only, (which may be laid 
of the ſpeeches of Philoſophers in ſome ſenſe) bur ex. 
plicitly and expreſly upon Chriſt, and the ends of his 
coming unto the world. 
Secondly, Thar all publick performances ( by 
ſpeech, or word of mouth) tending to the manifeſtari- 
on of Chrift, and his coming unto the world, and the 
ends of his coming, (to which end, holy dayes were in- 
ſituted and are of ſpecial uſe,) may truly and properly 
be called Preaching: 

I ay publick, becauſe indeed the original word wgiwan, 
doth import ſome kind of publickne/A,But then we muſ} 
know that a man may belſaid to 'Pregch publickly, as 
well he chat goes from bouſe to houſe, ſo far as he can, or 
is permitted, as he that doth it in a publick auditory 
before a multitude : for which we have ground inthe 
Scripture it ſelf, Aft XX. 20, 21, win, y 87 bis : pub» 

9” lickly and from bouſe to hoſe : in Socrates his expreſſion | 
| em, Zoxp- UPON the like occaſion, gig, 5 wrote. 
| Greg. Mag. C7299), Pope of Rome the firft of thar name (not un- 

- Epiſt. lib.4. worthily ſurnamed the Great) in anc of his Epiſtles, 
 44adRom.1.. 1}, theſe words concerning Deacons : Iniquum eſſe, | 
ut in Diaconatus ordine conſtituti, madulationt Torts muſervi- | 

ant, quis ad predicationts of ficium, eleempſynarumgque ftudivn, | 

| Vacare congruehat,  Bellarmin. DeiClgr. 1-1-6. 13« dann 
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quote this paſſage, to prove that Deacons were ſome- 
times allowed to Preach. Bur this doth not prove, that 3 
Bf they were allowed /ometimes, but that ic was part of Y 
5 their duny atalltimes. Again, inthe Council of An- J 
it rs, can. 2. lapſed Deacons, though permitted upon | 
>| their repentance to continue in the place; that is, to i 
= retainthetitle and honour of it, yer not permitted to 
s & diſcharge the duties, not to miniſter atthe holy Table, 

& by diſtributing the conſecrated Bread and Wine, nor 
yl =r6-vr to Preach. Filefacus, a learned Antiquary, doth xi, ,,;4 4 
: 


quote this Canon (as Bellarmin, St. Gregory). to prove #piſcoperum 

| chat Deacons were allowed to Preach ſometimes. But 777 $75.449. | 

. B by this Canon (as by Gregories paſſage) it would ap- 2 
; | pear, that itdoth belong unto them as part of their 
office : And which is worle, becauſe xnevorny, and oguadrs 
"| zrepromiſcuouſly uſed often, to fignifie Preaching , in 
\f Ricad of wit, in the Canon; Flileſacus either by a mi- 
| ftake of memory, or purpoſely, thinking to interpret 
"| rhe oneby the other, doth ſubſticute war, which doth 
much alter the caſe, and would oblige us to believe, 
that the Canon did intend it of Preaching indeed (as 
Preaching is ordinarily underſtood) as part of the Dea- 
cons dury. But otherwiſe, it is ſure enough, that nei- 
ther the Canon by «»/-w, nor Pope Gregory by predicare 
did intend any ſuch thing, as is now underſtood by 
Preaching. In two reſpe&s Deacons were then ſaid 
z1pvowr, OF predicare, according to the propriety of the 
words, the Greek eſpecially. Firſt, in that ic was part 
$ - of their office to I Goſpel at the adminiſtration 

. af the Sacraments ; Forthough there were the Lefores 
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beſides, whole peculiar office it was to read the Scris 
pture to the people generally ; yet at certain times, as' 
peculiarly at the time of the adminiſtration of the Sa-' 
crament of Chriſts body, the Deacons read the Go» 
ſpels : ſo that as the Lefores were properly ſaid predi- 
care, When they read in the Church, audibly and di. 
Rin&ly,both the myſteries of our Faith, thoſe eſpecial- 
ly that concern Chriſt revealed, and the inſtrutions' 
and :exhortations contained in the Word of God, 
| Decret. 1. diſt. 21.6 1. ſo forthe ſame reaſon and re- 
ſpe& were the Deacons too when they read the Goſpels. 
And ſois the word uſed in the very Scriptures, 4fs 
XV. 21. where Moſes is ſaid to be Preached, that is, read 
(asSt. James doth interpret himſelf) in the Synagogues 
every Sabbath day : meow 18 the word there. Bur Gregory 
doth explain himſelf, when what he called before pre- 
dicationis officium,he doth afterwards as it were expound Y| 
by Emvangelice leftionts officiuam. Again, Deacons were 
ſaid ww, or predicare, when by loud voice or precla- 
mation, they did warn the people in ſeveral parts of the 
| Service what was done, or to be done, that according. . 
ly they might prepare and order themſelves, both in 
their hearts and with their bodies, agreeably to that : 

which was done or performed by the Miniſters of | 
God, that all things might be performed with good | 
order and due reverence. So they were laid pi/ijr (pre 

dicare) rw &5w: and mes aieyyamr, or 3 cozy and the like, . 
Among other cryes belonging to every part of the Li- I 
turgy (in the Greek Church) one was, agia«s wwaxede* 4 a6 
us c{d4e, in giving warning to the people (which 
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- was the innocency of thoſe holy times, which had 


neral, as opportunity did offer, and ability did afford 3 
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ſ{ome-ground alſo upon the cuſtom of the times : ) 
when they ſhould /alute one another with a boly kiſs : 
which continued till Grill of Teraſalem, as doth appear | 
by his Catecheſes,which Catecheſes | have, compared with 
an ancient Manuſcript with many additions andal- 
terations. But this is according to the Printed Copy 
which muſt be corrected (according to the tranſlati- b 
on) Wis Sword Bore * 3} df Aus ef aonieec3e © x) arifigs fart owl * which Cyr.Hieroſ. 
doth very well fit the coherence. - The Heathens ag os | 


in their Sacra, bad their ;«veyximws, tothe ſame purpoſe;top. 534, © 


regulate the carriage of the people, and to gone con- 


fuſion; mentioned by Atheneus, inchis fourth Book, 


and by others. Bur this, by the way only. 

After ſo much of Preaching in general, and different 
notions of the word «yryr, and predicare : which are 
the moſt ordinary words, by which Preaching in an- 
cient Books is expreſſed ; to make ſome application 
of what hath been ſaid to the Queſtion propoſed, and 
ſoo a poſitive deciſion, or determination of it: 

[ ſay, firſt: That Preaching at large; by way of 


Catechijſme, or by way of familiar, bur lolid and ſober 


reaſoning ; tending, not only to the publiſhing or 
ſpreading of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and converſion of 
Infidels; but alſo to the confirmation, and' further 


_ edification of them that were already converted 5 did 


alwayes belong, as unto all devout Chriſtians in ge- 


arly.unto all Prieſts, as part of their tharge 
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| ay ſecondly, that at the very beginning of Chri- 
ſtianity,iris the opinion of ſomethar all bing or molt 
things at leaſt, were commonto all men. S#the Au- 
thor of the Commeat upon the Epiſtles, aſcribed unto 
St. Ambroſe, who upon the fourth Chapter of the Epi- 
tle ro the Epheſians, hath theſe words : Tamen poſtquam 
omnibus locis Eccleſie ſunt conſtitute, £5 officia ordinata , ali- 
ter compoſuta res eſt, quam caperat. Primum enim, omnes do- 
cebant, &* omnes baptizabant, quibuſcunque diebus cel tempo- / 
ribug fuiſſet occa{io. Nec enim Philips, &c. Vt ergo creſce- 
ret Eccleſia, <8" multiphcaretur, omnibus inter initia conceſſum 
eſt, © evangelizare, & baptizare, &' Scripturas in Eccleſia 
explanare. At ubi anna loca circumplexa eſt Eccleſia, cons 
enticula (in a good {enſe, as frequently in ancient 
Books) canflitute fant, &* reflores.s G3 catera officia in 
Eccleftis ſunt ordinata, ut nullus de clero auderet, qui ordinatus 
( appointed, licenſed ) non efſet, praſumere of ficium, quod 
ſciret non fibi creditum, vel conceſſum, &c, Hinc ergo eft, 
quod neque diacont in populo pradicant 3 (iwninr, here) neque 
Clerici vel Laici baptizant (fo all editions I haveſeemzand 
ſo quoted by learned men : bur I know not what ſenſe 
can be made of the words, except we read : neque ubi 
Clerici,L ict baptizant : or to that effeft ; which is agree- 
'ableto what Tertullian, and others witnels of thoſe 
times : that where a Clergy-man was not to be had 
that is, in cale of necelsity ; it was lawful for any to- 
baptize, Except Clerics be here intended properly the 
inferiorss | gradus Clerice: that is, all under the order of a. 


, ind ; h % ® | fS [ * 
@ PERRY; - ESSS : þ-? "oh RE ay. $a ha - 7 Fee P , ; 
x ELM DEI Cu en tp TEA E Te WR P10} AEDST LOT Ip TP cnet 
? Fs 5 Deg ne LE ERECT SO ISI 27's GILES Ros It Op IE CIO OR NEL, e894 EET 


WON 64 
<A 


v 


y 


EY 
FI 


; ". + 4 
Ye {JE 
6; 


£O 
* 
Ex 


Ex 


A ” g 4 po Pg tO 4 hs <4 155 PAY #4; 4 
BY I SWF" > 82 M NE? tC 
ETA ao: Pcs Rees” X a Ks IE FS: grew” 


ag 


9 
F M72 ab 
: q T; * aa > » 
- 6ASY W- "bg. Ce - p bo + 
OT TOs PILE ES 
: $ p 


FP "IM . " F 
"3 PR Fe 2, To OS STE : 
& 7 5 SETS 02, ES x ei ns i J : 
, Lo OWE EO EA 3 une L235 AOIPTING 7 $I FOR 7 Ea oo ASE 4s I oat GRE ok ne Sts Rb $a « T4 +6. 

TE I Ee Err En EE I CS I RE ib Ear ee Ih en one oben oy 

- 3 DAE Oo ERR cen) op IE I an at a {8 vhs a I oe SB BASF TRACI a $a” (BIG vs GE Nd 0 b 

5 ” 7:54 I - DIY 2 SOR i OT TO REELS Sane os £-% 

3 2; Ie Ft 8 Ia SED ON ne aig 

: » Ws 45 Sx) > 
28 4% TAL OG «14 Ky 


—®cs. 


as ha — 
cd - 
VC . "<. 


us Anciently uſed. '' 11 
quocungne die credentes tinguntur, niſi agri» But it was 
not ſo longs nor then neither, generally, ſo : but ar 
extraordinary times, and occaſions only. . 

Thirdly, I ſay : That as ſoon as matters of the 

Church came to ſome regulation; and a certain Go- 
vernment by Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons eftabliſh- 
ed: Biſhops withurr their own Dioceſs, had the ſole 
power of holy funQions* Prieſts and Deacons were 
added to them, to help them; and to be employed by 
them, according totheir degree and abilities, as they 
ſhould {cr occaſion. So that a Prieſt might nor baprize, 
nor adminiſter the Communion, nor-teach, or interpret 
the Scriptures de loco ſuperiore jedi Ecclefie, as St. Augnſtin 
calls-it, or de catbedra, as St, Ambroſe: a5 a 0nax9 of 
a Doftor © ( forſo they. were then: called, thardid' ir, 
either by their own authority as: Biſhops'; of wereal- 
lowediit,as Priefts: which' istRepreachmg:now in ule) 

- withour peculiar allowance of the-Biſhop of the Dio- 


—O— 


cels. tn-many' places Prieſts generally were not allowed 
it: it was notthen thought to belong-nntorthem, bur 

unto Biſhops only: - hcl 

For baprizing, and'the adminiſtration of the Lords 


Supper, we have [gnatius his teſtimony, in thoſe words 

which are found'in the ancient Copies;,& are warrant- 

ed by the old Interpreter, to be genuine 3| the words arc F 

rheſe, Mie oaocis onus n aegotns of afyabyitvy 6/5 Thi Snxxnai dy © Ineien [gnat.Epil 
| Bifals inyansit iycidu, 1 av 3 Cal(,xomm Tots i df e735 milgh{y, And a little - "— 

afrer, Oy« 729 %% 1avcts 48 Gm ucere, wie Bait, vc. The Latin there [2M 3 
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conceſſa fuerit, 8c, Propterea non licet ſine Epiſcopo neque 
baptizare, 8c. So Tertullian of baptiſm : Dandi quidem 
(baptiſmum) babet jus ſurmmus ſacerdos, qui eft Epiſcopus. De- 
binc Presbyter, ex Diaconus, non tamen ſine Epiſcopi autho- 
ritate,propter Eccleſie honorem,quo falroo, ſalrva pax eft. And 
ſo. St. lerome, Eccleſie ſalus in ſummi:Sacerdotis dignitate 


ito.1. > pendet : Cui ſi non exors quedam, Cab bominibus ( [. omni- 
p- 199. 


bus ) eminens detur poteſtas, - tot in Eccleſits efficientur ſchiſma- 
ta, quot Jacerdotes. Inde vent, ut fine chriſmate ( which 

bryjma therefore was provided, and'for that purpoſe 
diſtributed ro the Prieſts, at certain times of the year, 
by the-Biſhop of every See; as by ancient Canons doth 
appear )- & Fpiſcopi juſſione, neque Presbyter , neque Diaco= 
aus, jus babeat baptizandi: As forthe Communion, or 
Euchariſt ; beſides {gnatius, whom wehave heard bur . 
now;.theauthorof the Epiftle, ad Kuſticam Narbonen- 
fem, [de ſeptem gradibus Eccleſte, by divers (and indeed it 
hath much of Jerome 5n it, and is ancient enough, who- 
ſoever is the Author) aſcribed unto St. Jerome 3- and in 
the Canon Law, Decrer. diſtin. 95. c. 6. regiſtred under 
that name; Nec ego dico praſentibus Epiſcopts atque aftanti- 
bus altari, Presbyter0s poſſe Sacramenta conficere. Sed ſt 
forte uſus exegerit, 8c. We might add: to- thoſe, the 
ſuppoſed Dionyfius Areopagita, whom though we do 
not acknowledge under that name 3 and could give 
ſome reaſons, it need were, that have not yet been gi- 


ven, to prove him counterfeit: yer we acknowledge 


him, and all men muſt, ancient enough to beartetti- 


-mony inthiscaulſe.. He ſpeaks as peremptorily,as any 
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of conſecrating, and teaching, to the Bifhop : bur heis | 
not caſily to be underſtood, but by them that are ac- 
quainted with his ſtyle , and worſe in a tranſlation, 
except a man take the liberry of a Paraphraſe, then in 
his own original language. Bur it may ſufhce to have A 
named him;there is no need of his words, which have 2 


Site ALS 


ſo much of affeed obſcurity. | 

Now, though it might catily be granted perchance, 
that thoſe who were nor allowed to baptize, or to con- 
ſecrate without permiſſion , were muchleſs allowed to 

Preach : yet there is much to be ſaid in that behalf, of 
Preaching particularly, which is our particular under- 
taking here; and therefore, not to be omitted. But 
I will-firſt inquire intothe reaſons, or grounds, why 
it was ſo ordered; and produce my teſtimonies, in 
their orders. : 55 

The firſt. ground, or reaſon was, becauſe the Biſhop, 
qr more immediately Chriſt himſelf, in his 
office.; he was looked upon, as the well-ſpring, from 

whom all holy duties were derived : which made him 

. ſoabſoluteiin his Dioceſs, that it was accounted great 

vſurpation for any man, to challenge any power in the 
Church (in ſpiritualibus) but under him , and by his de. 

' putation. This is well expreſſed, by the forenamed 
Author, who goes under the name of Dionyſius Areop. 
where he doch tell-us : that the ſupream order in the 
Eccleſiaſtical hierarchie, is both ſupream , and loweft 
too : as comprehending all others within: its ſelf. _. 
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apy es ihaxs(Cunors * ws 30 mary legs har 6p ale ors $ Lnoty ate moarudu la 
76s inuplen of Þ bincior irduor eget, Which is yet more fall 
ſer out by Maximus, the Greek Scholiaſt. St. Ambroſe 
| Ambrof. alſo, ſpeaks much to the ſame effe&, where he faith, 
| Ubil-P-355- Nam in Epiſcopo omnes ordines ſunt, quia primus eſt facerdos, 
E:. 3 princeps &- propheta, &* Evangeliſta, & cetera, ad im- 
plenda of ficia Eccleſiz in miniſterio fidelium, And lo ftri& 
were they in thole times, to preſerve this abloluteneſs 
ofa Biſhop in his Dioceſs, that by ſome Canons. of ! 
- the Church, no leſs then depoſition was the mul&, if one 
Biſhop had preſumed to preach in anothers Diocefs, 
without his leave firſt obtained : and this too, in thofe 
times ; when Biſhops, whereever they were, at home 
(within their own Dioceſs) or abroad, if nolawful 
impediment, as age, orother accidental indiſpolition 
of body ; or ſome other more advantagious imploy- 
ment to-publick concernments did: hinders thought 
themſclyes bound, and by ſome Canons of Councils 
inſomeplaces, were bound to preach every Sunday. 
I have heard, when young my ſelf, from ſome ancient 
Divines,that it was ſo in Queen Elizaberhs time, which 
among the common people could not but add much 
to. that veneration, which is due from all men unto 
their place. | 
A ſecond ground, or reaſon, was; the inſufficiency | 
of many Prieſts, in thoſe dayes (and when was it not | 
ſo-? ) for ſo great an.employment.. What Senecsfome- | 
1 where ſaith. of his Philoſophy, is very applyable here: 
 _ * Damn quidem feciſſe Philoſophiam, noweri dubinm, piſſes 
Ko = PAs: ft pets; porn 
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modo non inflitorem, ſed antiſtitem nafta et. And this he 
ſpeaks upon occaſion of the many Philoſophers of his 
ume,"who thought themſelves brave fellows, becauſe 
pcople did run after them to hear them, and with loud. 
cries & acclamations teſtified their great eſteem, & ap- 
probation of their performances. This made them to 
applaud themſelves, becauſe applauſe was the thin 

they ſought after, 8 chiefly propoſed to themſelves:but 
whether their admirers were really the better in their 
lives, and converſation, for what they heard, was no 
part, orthe leaſt part, ar leaſt, of their care: ir being 
generally obſerved, that they profited (or edified) leaft, 
who were moſt ready to applaud, and by outward ex- 
prefſions, ſhewed greateſt pleaſure. Theſe he calls in- 
ſtitores, and ſaith, that Philoſophy was proſtituted by 


them. And St. Aſtin hath much to that purpole too: 


and ſodivers other Fathers. But this is not my bu- 


: finels, When that is done, we may think of it again 
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Ee HR 
TRI OI 


JMI 


© Chriſt ſex me not to baptize,but topreach the Goſpel : treati 


inthecnd.. 

T hat inſufficiency was a great reaſon, and that Preach- 
ing (ſuch Pulpit Preaching, or teaching by way of autho- 
rity, which gave them the title of 94i('914, or DoFores ) 
was thought too great a work, then, for every Prieft 
(who might find work enough otherwiſe, if they ac- 
quitted themſelves, as they were bound) to undertake, 
or to be truſted with; one paſſage of St. (bryſoſtome, 


 willſo clearly evidence, that we ſhall not need to ſeek 


further. Upon thoſe words of s. Paul, in his firſt Epi- 
file ro the Cormthians and firft Chapter (wer. 17. ) For 
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of the labour and toyleſomnels of ir (beſides the dan-: 
ger, which he doth not here mention, butelſewhere 
he dothiwvainglory and popularity) 3 6 3 wayſmitiny ibs we 
3 Sdbrigs* faith he, m3 5 bartityy > mures of ein 3% mw legga/vlu Warr" 
that is, to preach the GoFpel of Chrift-(out of the Pulpit as 
a Doctor, mult be ſupplyed in the words) it is well, if 
one or two may be found that are fit * but to baptize, any man 
that is but a Prieſf. Andalittle after, ins g 97 nic a dor- 
necteats IV ageourigar, fan ty xdettou * # 3 Azoxaniag hoyer, Tas ongarngytss 
Therefore, ſaith he, to this day we commit that (baptizing : | 
he doth only mention baptizing,though much more did 
belong unto Prieſts, becauſe baptizing only is mention- 
ed by S.Paul) to the weaker : but the buſineſs of preaching (or 
teaching)to them that are more learned(or wiſe:) nothing can 
be clearer, or more expreſs, then this,To St.(hry/otome, 
we ſhall add Balſamon, who was well acquainted with 
Eccleſiaſtical buſineſſes, both of his time, and of for- 
mer times, (and though no friend to the Pope, yet is 
commended for his diligence by divers Papiſts) whoſe 
aſſertion upon the Councils, inmorethen one place,is, 
, nie lege, ws 7) Mduexdaus, that Priefts are not Preachers , or 
Balſ. ad Teachers s and | that To o\Sxaxeiy F Aciy, wrers db By nts moxomate. 
ro, T hat to teach the people ( that 15, de loco ſuperiore, or out. 
C 'L o. of the Pulpit) # granted unto the Biſhops only ; (or unto _ 
Syn. Trull. chem, who barve authority from the Biſhops, muſt be ſup- 
plyedout of others, though not here expreſſed. ) The. 
| ſame more fully, upon the ſixty fourth Canon 'of the 
Pag. 439. Council in Trallo: To IdiCyur # 5 wile nedr, %; ieuorvte = S072 i 
oo Mywam, Oc. Toteach the people of God, and to interpret the 
 dirvine decrees (1, the Scriptures) # granted by the grace of 
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the boly Spirit unto Biſhops only, and unto them that are per- 
mitted (or authorized) by them. Ir is true, that the ſame 
Balſamon elfewhere, doth ſeem to contradi himſelf, 
when upenthe fifty eighth Canen of thoſe called the 
Apoſtles, having firſt laid down that & moumuiy dfoze, Mduc- 
1A1dv Grv* he doth add, x) 6 ago Tie: Ns maT bepeihums iD, of c That 
ſuch allo (teachers) Prieſts, ought to be, as they that have the 
pricviledge of bigher ſeats, (in the Quire, or Church) next 
unto the Biſhop- Burt in effe&, there is no repugnancy ; 
neither in the words of Balſamon, nor in the words of 
the Canon. For my ms 4oifjer (Which is the exprel- 
ſion of the Canon) to inſtrut to godlineſs, in general : 
there is no queſtion, bur Prieſts alſo are bound by their 
"office, as Prieſts: and in caſe they be allowed by the 
Biſhop, as DoFory, to teach, or to preach out of the Pul- 
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| pit, and negle& it, (which is all that can be made of 
Bal/amons interpretation of the Canon, compared with 
| other places) they are lyable to cenſure. Indeed upon 


: the twentieth Canon of the Synodus Trull. we find 
ſomewhat, that hath much more appearance of re- 


/ . q 

! pugnancy: in thoſe words': Sacerdoris autem munns ; 
: accipe etiam de docendi munere 3 & non de ſola ſacrificii cele- 
bratione. Sacerdotes enim antiquitus, neceſſe habebant etiam 


; BM docere. But whoſe words theſe are, I know not: for [ 
find no Greek in the Text, to anſwer to this Latin. 


Now for the Latin Church : Of the: Churches of 
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Prieſts were not allowed to preach; ar-to ſpeak more 

operly, that the Pulpit was one of the Biſhops pecu- - | 
Fiar piiviledges. Palerius, they all lay, was the fiſt, 
that did alter the cola Sp wn roga whoſe exam- 

le, was ſoon tollowed by athers: as peculiarly b 
Biſhop of Carthage s for which hw Ard 
commended by St Auguſtin - as may appear by thoſe 
congratulatoric Letters of his unto the ſaid Aurel, 
upon that occalion. Bare hath it at Jarge out of 
PoſfSidonins, Terom, and St. Anguſtin. Tentavit S. Yale- 
rius (faith Baronius) quad ante nullus Epiſcoporum Africano- 
rum attigerat , nempe ut Presbytex Ervangetium pradicares, 
cn non nif Epiſcopi id obirent muneris: Which alfo is at. 
tolted by Optatus Mileitanus, a Blhop of thoſe dayes,in 
his books againſt the Danatiſts, who doth nor argue 
it, but delivers it upon occalion,as a thing notoriouſly 
known, that traftare, e5t Epiſcoparim. However, tholc 
teſtimonies in Baroxis , deliver it nor ſo generally; that 
it was not lawful, abſolutely * but not Jawfal or al- 
lowed, that they ſhould do k, prafente Epiſcopp. But 


-—. 


- ro our purpole, it comes all to one, whether they might 


not abtolutely, before, till Yalerius had brokenthe ice, 
and others followed: his example : or, whether it was- 

preſente Epiſcopo only, that it was not lawful, certain ic Y- 
1s, that all did not 3 and nonedid, but thoſe thac were: 
licenſed by the Biſhops. And certainly; that was the 
praQtice overall Churches in thoſe dayes * neither do-. 
I believe, that one Prieſt of a hundred, was allowed 
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LE - 
was a time, -whea all Prieſts had their caaintenance 
fromthe Biſhop immediately z and were called Fvr- 
tulanes Presbyteri 3 and were employed by him, as he 
ſaw occaſion. T hen, after the increale of Chriſtianiſm, 
Pariſhes came to be divided 3 and uponthar diviſion, 
particular Pariſhes aſsigned to particular Prieſts. Since 
whichtime, it 15 apparent by ſome Canons of later 
Councils, that Priefis (now Perſans ) were not only al- 
lowed z but allo, called upon; and.enjoyned to preach 
intheir Pariſhes , ro-whigch cod Pulpirs were erected 
in molt Par thes. 
But of all chings I have read upon this Argument, I 

have alwayes moſt wondred -at the relation of Sozo- 
mens, the Greek, Hiſtorians -who, where he treats of 
diflerent-cuſtoms, in differenc places, doth atteſt, that 
avin Alexandria ( which. is alfo atteſted by Socrates) the 
Biſhop -only did-preach, or each : {0 in Rome, neither 
Biſhop, nor any bodyelſe : his words aver a jreps 
F725 68 Pulpny 6 and then, "Ovary ff omeront(F 3 173. © me bm” SHxAnaa; Go dnl os 
Mme. bt is tranſlated by Caffiodorus, 81 his, Fiſboria, 
Tripartita, Apud Romanos in unoquoque anno, ſemel pſallunt 
alleluja , primo die Paſche, taut Romans Velut pro furamento 
babeaxt (a ridiculous miltake :; he found ir in his Copy, 
as we have itto this day, wr, for ipy9r D; the true read- 
ing, ceftainly ; that is, pro re difficili &! mults laboris habe- 
| ant) -ut-hanc bhynnam eudire mereantur (that is ; audiante) 

In qua Eccleſia, neque Epiſcopms, neque alter quiſquem coram 
p?Þplo docet. Theze is ſo muct-to be ſaid againſtthis, 
at I rauſt needs miſtruſt | 


a miſtake, And-yet it 
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20 Of PREACHING, 

; or willingly) would miſinform, where he could beſo 
eaſily convinced : or could be miſinformed himſelf, 
in athing of ſo publick obſervation. I conceive the 
miſtake may lye in thoſe words, in' *:wi, which may 
import ( being tranſlated, in Eccleſia ) that it was not 


the faſhion in Rome, for any body to preach in the mid- 


dle of the Church : but in the Quire only ; or from the 
ftaires, or aſcent, tending to the Quire,as in divers other 
places. Hiſtory Records tell us, that Chryſoſtome, by 
reaſon of the multitude of people, that flocked from 
all places to hear him, was forced to change his place, 
Baronius ſaith, he did, ſug geſtum in medio Eccleſie collocare, 
but I think he is miſtaken. For his Authors, though 
he name them not, were'no other, certainly, then So- 


zomen, and Nicephorus : both which ſay, that hedid 


It, rs biuar® i weyozr: ex leftorum ambone, ſeu pulpito :| 


from the readers Pulpic, ſeated in thoſe dayes, in the 
middle of the body of the Church. Now it is proba- 
ble, that others, both before, and'ſirice Chry/oſtom did 
the ſame. Socrates allo, ſpeaking of Origens preaching, 
bath the ſame words, w # ka. It ſeems therefore, 
| thatit was uſual enough, in thoſe places : but not ſo 
.* at Rome. 1f ſo, then Caſfiodore was much miſtaken, in 
rendring thoſe words, inthis place ( for otherwilethe 
words will bear it very well, and of the two, it is the 


moſt warrantable tranſlation, as to the words) coram - 


populo : where it was intended, in Eccleſia, of the place; 
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many as when, or where, in the body of the Church: 

therefore not thought ſo properly to preach ## tuunds, 

that is, populo. If any man can deviſe any thing more | 
probable, 1 ſhall be glad, for I have no great confi- 

dence in this. Bur |1 have not yet mer with it, | am 

ſure- | | | 

However, this occaſion being given me, I cannot 

but profeſs my great diſlike, that Service, and Sermon, 

ſhould be parted any where ;. the one, in oneplace; 
the other, in another, if it may polsibly be avoided. 

Eſpecially at ſuch a diſtance, as it is here with us, in 

the Cathedral and Metrapolitical Church of Chriſt in 

Canterbury, I conceive. it to be.one main reaſon, that 

lo few are acquainted, and by conſequent, not more in 

Hlove, with the Service : which if better known unto 

Fthem, and the many benefits they might reap, by ob- 

RY (crving diligently every part of it ( which the ancient 
Fathers of the Church, do often refer their auditors 
unto ). would certainly be in far greater requeſt; that 

BW ſay nor, admiration : which yer. l profeſs to believe, 

Fthac it doth highly.deſerve, at the hands of all both re- 

Eigious and wile. That the place is nor ſo convenient 

For many to hear (though | believe there be but few 

F Wires in Exgland, either more ſpacious, or more ſtate- 

By) is but a weak plea, againſt ſuch apparent miſchief, 

YÞy contempt of the Service, and therein of God him- 

elf; of his holy Word eſpecially , which makes a 

great part of the Service. But this by the way only , 
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"VR Of PREACHING, 
| We will now conſider, what can out of antiquity} 
(for that is all we have to:do )) be-objedted to the cons. 
trary 3 in oppoſition, I mean, to that aſſertion, (the. 
ſubject of our diſcourſe ) that Preaching was not ancienth 
the work of ervery Prieſt.. Franciſcus Bernardinus Ferrart.. 

 enſis, (to begin with him firſt ) one of the Dodtors of 
che Colledge of Milan, in his book, De ritu (oncionum, 
Printed at Milan, a.d. 1600.takes upon him to prove, 
Fran. Bern. ;am inde 4 primss Eccleſie temporibus, concionandi munus eths! 
ow ad presbyteroramfuiſſe * That it belonged-unto Biſhops 
principally , (Epiſcoporum maxime proprium fuiſſe) he doth 
not deny. Bur he adds, Se & presbyteros, yſdem primit 
Eccleſia temporibus, publice-concionari jolitos  quoniam quiden 
non jatis notum ys -videtur, qui-multa in hanc rem collegerun, 
Nos ex Apoſtolicarun (onflitutionum antore, &c. It ſhonld 
ſeem by him, ſome that had-undertaken the fame be- 
fore him, had performed it bur very ſlenderly, as he 
"thought , and therefore didexpe&' he ſhould do them 
no {mall pleaſure. - His chief, and as may ſay, only 
Author ( for the reſt prove nothing of ancient times} 
much les, de: prom Eccleſia temporibus ) is the compiler 
of the Apoftalical Conflitutions 3 1o intituled. What ſome 
Proteftants, great pretenders to the knowledge of Anti: 
quity, have made bold ro affirm, concerning theſe Con- 
ſtitutions, I know well enough. Bur great undertakers, 
are not-alwayes the ſureſt men, either ro-perform, a 
to be truſted too. The moſt learned Papiſts, have 
given them over long ago, as Bellarmin, Baronus anal © 
_ - others, asnot juſtifiable : and he thar deſtreth frrch 
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FF pious and learned Prelate, Faxes Yjhey, Archbiſhop of 

F Hrmach, to his edition of Iynatins his Epiſtles : who is 
of opinion, that the book, as now interpolated, was 
& nocknown tothe world, till the ſixth age afcer Chriſt. 
'Y And in caſe it had been known before, ſome part of 
t; yet being a counterfeit book, at the firſt , what 
 eredit his reftimony, or, a teſtimony rather (if it bethe 
1 work of many hands) taken out of him, may deſerve; 
MB ket the reader judge. The other teſtimonies, which 
FF he doth produce, they concern later times, and import - 
$K - no more thenthis, that power is given unto Prieſts : 
bY or,that for the time to come, they are appointed and 
G 
1 


commanded to preach in their Pariſhes; or laſtly, that 
Biſhops were to take care,thatthole whom they knew 

"| able, ſhould be employed: which rather fhews, that 
df] anciently it was not ſo ordinary for Priefts ro be em- 
-$ ployed; bur not at all, char till licenſed, or appointed 
ef] by the Biſhop of the Dioceſs, they did ever preſume 
1 (or mightlegally)rodoit. It is nor donbred, bur that 
1 all Prieſts, by vertne of their ordination, havea legal 
i capacity to preach, as now underſtood :: bur their ordi- 
1] nation doth-neither. confer ability of performance, in 
ef pointofparts: nor giveth power of aQuat execution 
at pleaſure; for time; or place: the tryal of the one and: 
the allowance of the other, altogether depending: of 
the Biſhop) in thoſe times. So that in effect; all that. 
Ferrarius doth bring to prove his affertion>- for which- 
he did expect thanks, itfeems, from fome,. who had 
tempted it before, bur with Intle ſucceſs ;is no more 
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to our affertion, and preſent undertaking. The reader” 
may take notice, that the words of the (onftitutions}' 
quoted by Ferrarins out of Tyrrianus his tranſlation} 
ace by Bowius (Epiſcopo Oſtunenſt) very differently tranſd 
lared, quite to another ſenſe, which hath nothing of 
preaching in it. 1 had not at this time (l once had, I am 
{ure )the Original Greek to conſult, Bur 1 gueſs, that 
Turrianus was in the right , and Bevius miſtaken. 

But again : PoſSidonius in the life of St. Auguſtin, where 
he ſpeaks of the cuſtom of the African Churches, tha 
no Prieſt, abſolutely, ſaith Baronius, no' Prieſt before 
his Biſhop, ſaich Poſidonius , might preach 3 and how 
char cuſtom was altered by Yalerius 3 Et eidem presbyterl 
( 4uguſtino ſeil. ) poteſtatem dedit coram fe in Eccleſia Eroans 
gelium pradicandi, ac frequentiſtime traftandi, contra uſun 
quidem, &* conſuetudinem Africanarum Eccleſiarum. JVndt 
etiam es nonnulli Epiſcopi detrabebant. T hen follows, Sed 
ille vir -venerabilis ac providus, in Orientalibus id ex more fit- 
ri, fciens, utiliter Ecclefie conſulens, 8&c. What can we 
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infer upon this ? This, as I conceive : Not that a Prieſt, 


by the cuſtom of the Place might preach inthe Eaſtern 
Church, withouta licenſe from the Biſhop : bur that, 
once licenſed and allowed, he might without offence 
preach before his Biſhop, as well as in his abſence. +. 

Again, ſome ground of obje&ion againſt what we 
here maintain, may be taken from the words of the: 
F piſtle, adſcribed unto S. Jerome (which, as I intimated: 
before, hath much of St. Jerome his ſenſe and ſpiricin 
it, though for ſome other reaſons it is very likely thac. 


it is not his.) ad Ruſtic Narbonenſem Epiſcopum, de ſeptemii 
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tt -gradibus Eccleſis. Nemo hinc Epiſcoporum (faith he) in- Hieron. ##] 
Ml coidia Diabolice tentationis inflatus , iraſcatur in templo, ft VAR n, 
ol presbyteri interdum exhortentur plebem , fi in Eccleſia pradi- p. 5. a: 
cent ,, ſi plebibus, ut ſcriptum eſt, benedicant, &c. and then 
tells us, that Rome, and in Oriente, in Italia, in (reta, in 
-Gpro, in Africa, in Ilyrico, in Fiispania, in Britannia, and, 
ex parte, per Gallias: 1t was ſo, If this be true, then 
France was the only place at that time, where Prieſts 
were not allowed, or licenſed to preach at all. Or ar 
leaſt, not to preach, preſente Epiſcopo : which thoſe 
words, iraſcatur in templo, may ſcem to import- But be- 
| cauſe in this whole Chapter, he doth alwayes ſpeak, 
abſolutely, without any ſuch limiration,or intimation, 
as preſente Epiſcopo : 1 rather fuſpe& a tranſpoſition ; (nor 
by any faulc of the Copy ; but from the Author him- 
ſelf, which is ordinary enough to beſt writers) and 
that thoſe words, in templo, belong not to nemo Epiſcopo- 
rum; butto, fi presbyteri exhortentur, &c. What then 
ſhall we, or can we make of this teſtimony ? This, cer- 
tainly, and no more: That Prieſts who for learning 
and other parts, were found fir, which formerly in 
many places, whether fir, or not fir, would not be 
oranted ; werethen in moſt places, allowed,or licenſed : 
to preach : or, being allowed, and licenſed ; might do 4 
It preſente Epiſcopo ; as well as when he was out of the 5 
Way. | 
_- Bur when allis done, or ſaid, that can be ſaid upon 
n FF this ſubje&t ; we muſt acknowledge, thar according 
ac to difference of times, and places 3 great variety may 
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E, aſtical writers ; 1o in this-particular, We do not 
 _ therefore undertake to prove, that alwayes, andin all 
places of Chriſtianity, it hath been ſo: butthatin an- | 
cient times, and moſt generally, Prieſts did not you | 
(in that ſenſe as preaching is now generally underſtood) 
except they were called, and licenſed to it, by the Bi- | 
ſhop. 1 know well cnough, that upon lome extra- 
ordinary occaſions, ſome Degcons : and ſome, who. 
were neither Prieſts, nor Deacons, have been allowed, 
 andemployed : but this proves nothing againſt what - 
we maintain : and I hope there hath been enough ſaid, 
toſatisfie, that it is ſo indeed. : 

Now from the confideration- of all that hath been 
aid : if without, offence I may, 1 would by way of 
(orollarie, propoſe it tothe conſideration of all, truly 
ſober, and impartially judicious ; whether thoſe mer 
that have reduced, or endeavoured to reduce, all holy 
duties, or funftions, belonging to a Prieſt, or Presby.- 
ter, to Pulpit preaching , leaving men. to the liberty, 
not of moral diſcourſes, at large, only, (in: which kind 
| Idare undertake, that ſome diſcourſes of ancient Hea- 
thens, judiciouſly ſeleted , may pals for good Ser. 
mons) but alſo of Politick ſpeculations, and paſſages 
of the time (witneſs many, it not moſt Sermons under : 
the late Rebellion and Tyranny:) and: thoſe-Churches, * 
(we will call them ſo) where Pulpit preaching is, or - 
hath been the only publick exerciſe of Religion : with- 
out any ſtanding Licurgy ; any adminiſtration ofthe: ] 
Sacraments, (as many, were inthole dayes) any. obſer. | _ 
vation of holy dayes, properly relating to Cheilt ; (aig... 
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' the obſervation of the Sunday, or Lords day, as preſſed 
by many ; is rather Jewiſh, then Chriſtian, if nor 
Antichriſtiati: contrary to the judgement and practice 
of pureſt antiquity :) Whether I ſay, thoſe men, inthe 
judgement of antiquity, ſo far as may be gathered by 
the premiſes; would have been: or ſhould any.of 
thoſe ancient Fathers of the Church, whom for their 
labours and their ſufferings, for Chriſt and his 
Church, all true Chriſtians ſo much honour, and re- 
verence ; now revive, would be accounted right 
Prieſts, worthy of that name and title:: or thoſe 
burches, true Chriſtian Churches. Ileaveallmento 
the liberty of their judgements * let them conſider of it 
ſoberly. Butthis muſt be underſtood as propoſedof 
Prieſts ' and Churches, in times of peace and liberty, 
not of perſecution * which in many particulars may 
alter the. caſe.” And fince we have ſaid ſo mnch of 
preaching in general 5 I chink ic will not be amils, before 
- weend, to cnquire alinle further into the nature of 
that we call Pulpit preaching ; and wherein the true 'ad- 
vantage, and excellency of ir, lyeth. | 
The-end, as I conceive, of all preaching, tending to 
edification ; (which all preaching doth pretend unto) is, 
either to inform, or to reform * that ts,to teach, or to per- 
ſwade. Where both thoſe may effectually be atrained,, 
whether out of the Pulpit, or without : it will be 
' granted I hope, that that may be called preaching. Of 
.. teaching, there will be leſs queſtion, or difficuley 7 Per- 
© fwaſion 15 the thing that publick preaching doh eſpeci- _ 
ally aims. Some men-aw of opinion, charnoereath. —= 
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ing is effeRual to perſwade 5 that is not ſet out with ſome. Y® 
ardor, and vehemency of ſpeech, and action : which *' 
they call, the life of preaching * and upon that account * 
ſpeak ſcornfully of Homilies, or reading of Homilies, as: ' 
deſtitute of thar life, which they require. Indeed. 
flefere , ot perſuadere , is by Rhetoricians ordinarily. * 
made the proper effe of that which they call, grandis 
oratio. And St. Auguftin in thoſe elaborate books De © 
Dofrina Chriſtiana, (for the moſt elaborate part where- * 
of, he was much beholding to Tully) he ſcems to be of NI” 


that opinion too; he is very copious in the commen- I" 
dation of it. However, upon better conſideration, =” 
both of the nature of things, and of the nature of men, I* 
it will eaſily appear, that there be more wayes to per- R 


fwade; and ſome perchance not leſs powerful, then 
that ſo.much extolled faculty. Ir is a noble queſtion | 
in the Schools, and in the ſpeculation of nature, Yrrum + 
cvoluntas neceſſario determinetur ab mtelletu ? For my part, 

notwithſtanding, that ordinary objeRtion from the 


——Pideo meliora, probog, Deteriora ſequor' 


] profeſs, I am very. inclinable .( if the matter be | 
rightly ſtated) to believe that it is. My meaning, is, * 
that all- or moſt fins proceed from ignorance. Lera- * 
man berightly.informed, wherein true happineſs doth "| 
lie ; what is-truly expedient, andprofitable, and what! 
1s not: that this, or that particularly is againſt his in- 2 
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- Farid be fully ſatisfied, or conviRted, in his mind, or 
' underſtanding, by clear light and evidence of reaſon, 
Fthart it is ſo indeed: [ think he will need no other per- 
Fſwaſion. _ Seneca hath two Epiſtles of this argumenr, 
JY whether the dogmata of Philoſophy, by which the un- 
Fderſtanding is rightly informed, be ſufficient to pro- 
Fduce good living; without particular precepts, or,Rhe- 
Etorical exhortarions* it is argued on both ſides very 
learnedly, and copioully, according to the exuberan- 
"Rcy of his wit. Er fortaſſe, rebus ipfes cognitis, itu mocvebun- 
tur., wt £05 non opus ſit majoribus eloquentie viribus jam move- 
ri: St; Auguſtin ſaith, even where he doth ſo amply ler 
out his graxdis oratio. 
Belides, as all kind of Muſick doth not fit all ears, 
either to-pleaſe, orto ſtir affteftions : ſo neither doth 
one kind. of Oration, equally prevail with all men. 
Flumen alys cverborum, volubilitaſq, cordi efl', qui ponunt mn 
Orationts. celeritate eloquentiam: Diftinfta alios, & inter- 


Cic.in Ora, 2} 


Cic. ibid. _ 
Aberat ters. 
way, ſome another : ſo that what among ſome is ap- riailla law: © 


plauded and admired ; is by others exploded, and vi- pur, 
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with paflion, as knowing that pafſion and reaſon fel- 
dom go together ; and thar a calm temper of the mind,” 


is the beſt temper, for the diſcovery of the ermth- Nei- | 
ther is that, which is moſt popular, and plauſtble, al-N 
waies moſt profitable. Vehement language, with voice. 
and action ſuitableis moſt apt to ſtir up the affeQions} 
we grant it: but as the wind upon the water, whileſt it 
bloweth , ſo that, whileſt it is heard, or read * when the 
ſound is out of the car, and the impreſsions out of the. 
fancy, which will ſoon be : the ſtir of the affeftions is! 
abared, and men for the moſt part, are the ſame as. 
before. " N 
Bur when by ſtrength of reaſon and ratiocinati-' 
on, the judgement is convicted; and a mans reaſon 
fully ſatisfied, that it is ſo, and ſo ;- and in point of pra- 
ice ought to be ſoz the fruits and effects of ſuch con- 
viction,are uſually more durable,and of greater opera- 
tion upon the ſoul and affeRtions, If to perſwade, be 
the chiefeſt and nobleſt work of Rhetorick, or clo- 
quence 3 and which gives the grandis oratio, the prehe- 
minence aboy e thetwo other kinds; as we are taught 
by the Maſters of that Art 1 do not doubr,but we may. 
find the power of perfwaſion in ſome other faculties and. 
wayes, as eminent, as in vehement language. How ad: 
mirably did Secrates work upon the afteftions of men, 
even to aſtoniſhment, if we confider the effects ; meer-! 
ly by familiar mterrogations? Or, if nor only fo; ya! 
© chicfly ſo, I am ſure, as by beft records of thoſe times} 
may appear. The ancients hada' way; « was much 
vcd in ancient tinges 5 and it hath much affinity with 
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JF Cheift his way, by. parables 5 roperfwade men by mo- 

ral apelagues, and fables 3 which made #fop ſo famous 

8 in his dayes. And do not we read of wonderful things 

F atchieved this way, when no other oratory would pre- 

yail ? Did not Mexenis 4gripps, when the common 

people of Rome, provoked by the crueley of uſurers, 

BY wcre gathered together in a ſeditious manner, and had 

taken arms. to the greatterror of the Senate, and whole 

My | Ciry.z pacifiethem, and tothe admiration of all men, 

WW by that famous apologue, of the members of the body 

(St. Paul, Romans the twelfth, hath much of it) reduce 

BE them to obedience ? So Aſinre the Queen, as we read 

MW in Platarch, when nothing could allay her immoderate 

weeping and lamentation for the death of herſon ; one 

of the Philoſophers of thoſe times, found a way by 

fuch an apologue of his own deviſing>to perfwade her to 

patience. And what uſe did Nathan,the Prophet, make 

of ſuch a device or made ſtory, ro make Darvid his 

King, who perchance would not have endured it ano- 

MH ther way, ſenſible of his great unthankfulneſs towards 

MH his God, who had done ſo muchfor him y in that in 

_ deſpight of Gods Commandement, Theu ſhalr not com- 

Y | | 

1H mit adultery, he had ſeized upon another mans wife , 

1 and becauſe his plot would not take, which he had 

plotted) to fave his credit, (as one fin doth often beget 

another) was provoked to plot the death of her hns- 

band ? If therefore, the chief end of preaching, be to- 

NM teach,or to perſwade: converfion,orreformation 3 how 

pl - itcan be ſaid, that eloquence, or ſtudied oratory; is the- 

DL adenaies, leayeit tothe; idgement of. men, whoare - 
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moreled (which few are) by reaſon, then prejudice;or#- 
prejudicate opinions . For my part, 1 chink, catechiſing,] [- 
if rightly uſed, hath muchthe advantage of ic. There 
is another way too, which with men who are more for. 
reaſon, then words, is of great force ; andthat is, by 
* ſhorr aphoriſmes. My opinion is, that the frequent reads 
ing of Epiftetus (eſpecially, as fitted anciently for the: 
ule of Chriſtians) may go much further to perſwade #1 
man, that is rational ; then many Sermons, ſuch as hel 
may hear in many Churches. And ſo may LadovicuW- 
Vitves his Introduftion to wiſdome , digeſted and compiled Mi 
by certain ſhort rational aphori/mes. It is true, that much} 
ood may be done by Rhetorick * but, as much good; 
D much evil alſo ; for which reaſon it hath been for:' 
bidden formerly in ſome judicatories. j 
But ſince ſpeech and oratory (as once among the; 
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Atheniaus,when it ruled all there 3 and ſince that,among: 


the Romans) is now become in ſo much requeſt among: 
both great and ſmall , that nothing almoſt is account-; 
ed Religion, or learning, but what cometh out of the 
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- God (the infallible rue Word of God, I meansfor Se 
allo; if Orthodox, may be called the-Word of God at 
large) when iris read in the Church, our of the Old, 
_ and New Teſtament : and this contempt of it,bereaves 
© them of the benefic, which they might reap byir.' Iam 
- perfraded;thatall che blaſphemies,which ſomePapiſts 

ave belched our againſt the Scriptures, being pur to-. 
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the neceſsity of 
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falvation. Which conceit,when men are onc « prepolleſ” 
ſed with; ic makes them to deſpiſe the true Ward of 


gether; . will ſcarcemake one half, of what the Puri- 
tans and Preciftans of England have done, to advance 


the honour of Pulpit trees, ge chey did con- 


ceive (andthey wereright in-thar): their advantageto 
lie, , | Let them be; beaten off from char advantage, 
which may cafily be done; if care betaken- ene, 


- be ptaiſed;; cate hath beenraken in London'of Tate! the 
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- | chiefeſt City ©; noight ic beſo too in all orher places) lit 
B i5t0-be-boped, thatithe quarrel-willſoon- beat ramen! 
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"ed that none-beallowed, or licenſed to preach, bur «. 
Ws for divers reſpeRs, we maintain - | 
Ins way; yet it were very requiſite, I -_ + 
_ think chat people ſhould be made to underſtand every- | 
- where, how much, and how dangerouſly they are de- 
: luded, when they are made to believe, thatthere is'no_ 
_ other preaching effeual to the converſion of louls ; and 
—thatthis is the Word of God, that which'is uttered out 
-of Pulpits; ſo much. commended, and ſo neceflary to 
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| purir, Angl ES The Amber Ofc Tn: ofamous Pampl 
| ve preci- called Puritaniſmus Anglicanus (a man, bo forehis 4 


| Tour %© his other writings ; ſome of which ve beet Printed, 7 


ancof. 


2610. au- lam loik-to fay where : of. no-fm:; [ account, among. : | 


| Gore Guli- hem that are bred that way) nod: firſt mark, 


J elmo Ame- 


fio. which he doth deſcribe, and ferout an Engliſh Punt. 
I tan, 15, that, verbum Dei, _ Prophetarum &- HA 


ſeriptis comprebenſum, numeris onnibus perfe nm efſe, art 
renent, (ſo: he ſpeaks): accurate; defendimt. Whereas iq 
very decd, of all things (nota fewer): rhar can be laid to 
che Pwitans charge, I know not anything, either more'] 
notatious,'or more deteſtable,then this very bing hay 


they to vilifie the pure Word of God; comprehended*” 
For wy: dayly 


in the: writings'of the Prophers and 


read in Churches, at thetime of Divine Service 3 as to. 


make it of no ule atall to the Converhion of Souls : 


propriating as much, as.in them lyerh, thatſacred rirle ] | 


of Geds Ward, to. their own.Pulpir Preaching. Whick 


alfo they will often call the Gofhel; '&T Ex, and: wint : 


out any limitation, whereby people (deludedi ly peos- 


ple) are brought ro believe, thatthere is no other Go- | 
, buc--whar' is " Preachied: ont of Pul its: andin - 


caſeany of that Party (though the occaſion. be never 


- __ be robibired to-Preach, that the- Goſpel hs: } 
u | 


r thereby, and:is in. danger. - 
Aricther gizarand dangerous error; inchis buf ine 


of Preaching, whith would belookedinto;is ns 
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0] any further examination, what operation. it hath wpcn 
} Gel lives 3 chaytjarc readyto flatter otes, thee 
& this love they befanto the Word, muſt needs be an ar- 
gument of grace ; andan cffect of theſpirir of regenera+ _ 
- ton 5 -andinthis confidence, they live ſecure; and re- 
- gardleſs of any thingelſe, by which chey might edikie; 
and not only fo, but become proud, inſolent, and cen- 
. ſoriqus 3 many of them. Whereas there is nothing 
' more certain, then that it is the nature of ſpeech,whar- 
everthe argument be, if it be fitted tothe cars of the au- 
' dirors, to be winning, and bewitching : notanly to 
- delight; but even to raviſh : to cauſe admiration and 
atoniſhmene: in brief ; to have the ſame cfiets: as 
 mulick, even the-beſt muſick and melody can have 
upon the minds of men; Iris a ſecret of nature, which 

BH every body doth not underftand : but have argued ic 

Nl elſewhere ar large, and dearly by evidence of reaſon, 

Y © evinaediir, that there is muſick in words, in the com- 
polition of words; in the ordering ; in the pronoun- 
ciation: in thecone, and action of the ſpeaker : briefly, 
inall that belongs unco Oratory. And ſuch hath been 
the power of ſpecch and Oratory , in former ages 
among Hearhens, that whole towns and villages have 
been Scſaken (for a time) of inhabirants 5 whileſt men 
both rich and po 
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. "Some perchance, for what | have ſaid (for I cannot”: 
expe&/it ſhould: pleaſe-all men) will be ready to ſu- 
ſpe&, or to-traduce me, for one that is no friend to Ser-. 
 mons. Truly, | ſhould be ſorry togivejuſt cauſe : | 

I wiſh, wherethere is one, there might-berwo ; ſo'Þ : 
the Miniſters :be Orthodox, and that it be not to the 'Þ} 
prejudice of Gods'holy Word: - I think the beter of 7 
them, becauſe-I:doubt. much,: when they come to be 1} * 
difuſed,: or leſs uſed, learning-in general (for the ex-} * 
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'F other Places: Bar muſt ſuſpect 
n, that is not ſenſible of the 1 
ard, by thoſe, who ſeem 

t) to be moſt zealous 


rather, @&-==.@ -) is ome argumne 
| oY ? 5 yerexrant, a ſtronger — 
5 as laid of him daſenns fs 5 


: "when the Word of God was read in ti ag Di 
vine Service ,. as when he: preached. In one 
| ke doth ex poſtulate the matter with his auditors ?. and. 
among other things, ſticks notto tell them,that Preach- 
| ing (Pulpic Preaching) was not abſolutely neceſſary, 
Cbutonly for the daintineſs of men-: the bare Word of 
30 _- Mlarvas reg: in the Church, being ſufficient £0 
; | lyation : : anos naemreatpamryyang;* (faith ke) 20 1 1 Yea Hy ors: Ne 
= ganas yetie; mume oxi, 2) IN 4 TH fo printed, .[ think-it muſt be 
coI$2ml-). Hg Tas Stlaus yerpas * oa; ms Th alt yrgits dyAs" ou} imids” Tepcaus 
indiyorral, Nd vin 6 705 m Cari - that-1s: : Jt # our- damtineſs 
(or ſloathfulneſs.: j«>u:e, is a great, word in S. Chry/oſtome, 
 yery comprehenſive, and not caſie to be ex preſſed: 
Fropter faſtidia plarimorum, etiam-ipſa, fine quibus vivi nou 
puteſt, alimenta condienda ſunt: ſaith St.- Auguſtin, upon E. 
: ho like occaſion) that hath made this need (ro wit,of Pul- 3 gt _ 
-picPreaching,) All things are plain-and 6b-vious to the eyes '3 c.XII. . 
al _thmgs manifeſt, that are neceſſary, in: the Divine Scrix | 
ares... oO Macon 3% 44,76 wa th Zagars. Ate: 
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be the Scripture) ovegand « 

muſt needs do, if the %% (randy, 45 v 

attend the Service. As es 9 featly well at 

him. O , thatall pop Pre 
Coach x: for | ſors upot 


oo their honour and reputation ; but for chef 
azo, and tothe advantage of their cauſe, mol 
of all) ro maintain thepeople in that conceit, th 
Sermons ate the only Word of God , that there is no. 
Preaching of 'the Word, bur that: that to love Ser. 
mons, and to run after Sermons, is a cerzain ſign of gi > 
and. regeneration , that God lows them; nd-thi 
love God: and in that conceir, though their lives 
their actions ſhew nothing of the power of godlineſs; how 
many live and dye ! + 3 1 
This was the ab of this holy Father, for Gods no L. 
Word, read in the Church publickly, in time of -i F 
vine Service. Who nevertheleſs himſelf, was a zealous}. 
conſtant Preacher of the Word , as any age (though 
moſt Biſhops, great Preachers \then)hath known : * 
as much followed, and admired, by all ſorts of peopk 
Some part of the year, he preached every day 3 andy 
could nor preach often enough; to ſatisfie the longs 
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urs of it ( Biſh ops, ne IR 
End to all that are called Refore, 
bit ſubftiraces 3 (urates, and Yicars ) 
er Ml, or Preachers : "and the want of it, is the occaſion 
| eepil in the (barch. Certainly, the Church will 
yin it, if both in the one, andin the other: in 
| his zeal for the true Word of God, as it is read daily in 
the Church : and'iin his diligence to Preach the ſame 
{which in regard of the intention , af for tion of 
reaching, may be called the Word of G6 God: yo) | he may 
ave many Follies, God grant it.. And here [ end. 


